
Upah Racing Race Report 

GNCC Rd. #6: The Titan, May 2, 2009 
Result: 11th of 27, Junior A (22+); 100th of 177 Overall 

So finally I had my own quad with me in Ohio.  Luckily, no major damage was done in the 
race the previous weekend in Iowa, and I headed to Lafayette, Tennessee on my own for 
the 6th round of the GNCC series.  Keeping an eye on the weather there all week, I knew 
that this was going to be another muddy race.  However, I knew I had to do it to stand a 
chance at year end points as only 8 rounds were remaining (a finish in a minimum of 9 is 
required).  My goals for the day were simple: to finish the race, and have fun. 
 
I rolled into the track just before 10 PM Friday night, and my first concern was how in the 
world I was going to get my 2WD full size van back out of there!  The rain came down that 
night and continued into the morning of the race.  By race time it had stopped, but after 
watching the morning racers go by I was still undecided as to which tires I wanted to run.  
I knew the 22ò rears worked great in the mud the previous weekend, but many people I 
talked to convinced me that the Tennessee ground is hard pack and wouldnôt rut out too 
bad.   So, I decided to stick with the 20ò tires. 
 
My quad actually fired up better than the previous weekend on the start, but I was still in 
the bottom half of riders heading into the woods.  It didnôt take long for me to realize my 
tire choice was not the right one.  I got high-
centered in the rutted track several times on 
the first lap, losing critical time and positions.  I 
decided that there was no way I could con-
tinue for 2+ hours like this.  My trackside pit 
was somewhere around mile 8.5 of the 12+ 
mile course, and when I came by it on my first 
lap I pitted and switch to the 22ò rear tires.  
This proved to perform much better and made 
my day a lot easier.  Many riders in my class 
failed to complete even that first lap however, 
as I came across the line in 21st position (of 
27 racers) after 54 minutes of racing.  Lap 2 
went much better than the first, with the only 
holdups coming from bottlenecks and other 
stuck riders.  It was a struggle to get through the mud and new lines were developing all 
the time.  It was a guessing game trying to decide which one would be the best.  By the 
end of lap 2 I had moved up 6 positions to 15th place.   
 
Fatigue was really starting to set in at the start of my third and final lap.  I became stuck 
several times on that last lap, mostly just due to poor choice of lines through the mud.  I 
charged as hard as I could and after 2 and a half hours I took the checkered flag in 11th 
place.  I was able to finish the race, and as miserable as the mud made it, I still had an 
absolute blast, so my goals were accomplished.  I was very happy to finish within the top 
half of my class.  My goals for the next round in Somerset, PA will be set a little bit higher, 
and hopefully the track will be dry there.  
 
As always, a big thank you goes out to all of my sponsors, to whom I attribute much of my 
success!! 

By Adam Upah 
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