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GNCC Rd. #8: The John Penton

Millfield, OH June 6, 2009
Result: 15th of 25, Junior A (22+); 78th of 175 Overall

When | rolled into the Sunday Creek Raceway MX Park Friday evening the ground was pretty
soft, which made me a little nervous about how the track would be for the race on Saturday.
Luckily the combination of the warm weather and the morning racers tearing up the ground a
little bit dried it out some, and the track conditions for the afternoon race were just about per-
fect. Still, | knew some mud would be flying as the ground at this venue is mostly clay (almost
reminiscent of North Carolina and Georgia) so | taped up the front end of my quad to keep the
radiator from getting plugged.

At the start of the race | was pretty confident in my abilities to improve my results at this race
over previous rounds, but that changed just as | got around turn one. | actually had a great
jump off the line and was one of the first riders to reach the first turn. | was to the inside of the

Upah Cy_cle turn and as | was coming out of the turn another racer managed to run his front end right up on
Repair my right rear tire, locking us together. By the time we got the quads apart we were both sitting

dead last. To make matters worse though, that same rider made contact with me around turn
m two! | managed to save the quad but had to _
Z bail off in the process, putting me in dead last FHETE: AV s P pr
in my class. At this point my focus was pretty # ¥ S e
shaken and it took me until about halfway
through that first lap to finally calm down and
T”E”E start riding up to my potential. There were
MANCHESTER - IOWA many bottle necks on that first Iap, and | was
TRAxx able to make up a few positions and came

through in 20th place. The next two laps went "'
PERFORMANCE much better, for the most part. There was 5
about a 3 mile long section of tight, technical
woods that was added for the afternoon race.
Going slower through there caused my quad
FJ o to over heat so midway through lap two | :
pulled over and tore off the duct tape from my §
front end to allow more air to flow through the
m radiator. Prior to this race, | switched my rear

tires from 20" to 21" ITP Holeshot GNCCs, and they worked awesome. The larger tires were

great for getting through all of the deep ruts and up all of the hill climbs. The hill climbs were
W@ actually my favorite aspect of this track!
| 7 When | finished my third lap, | was almost surprised to see the white flag and 2:01 elapsed on
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the clock. This meant that the pro leaders were still behind me and for the first time this year |
the Junior A 22+ class. | pushed myself hard on that last lap, but was only able to gain one
_ more position to finish in 14th place. This was not my best class finish of the year, but it was

managed to stay on the lead lap! At this point | had moved up to 15th place out of 25 riders in
the first time | have finished in the top half overall - 78th of 175.

famn ol ¥ ol [ " I BN | N7 ol

I MCAMNCNvVG
ottt i st As always, a big thank you goes out to all of my sponsors, to whom | attribute much of my suc-

cessl!!
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