
Upah Racing Race Report 

IATVHSS Rd 1: Spragueville, April 26, 2009 
Results:  Lukeð4th of 11, AA/Pro 
  Adamð11th of 18, A 
  Alð1st, +50  
 
After being idle for a month I was ready to finally go racing again, this time back in my home 
state of Iowa with the other two-thirds of Upah Racing:  my dad, Al, and brother, Luke.  Some-
how Luke and I managed to talk Dad into giving racing a try, rather than just pitting for us like 
in years past.  This track was my favorite from 2008, and it was also the venue where I scored 
my first ever podium finish. 
  
We knew ahead of time this was going to be a muddy mess of a race, which is typical for 
Round 1 of the IATVHSS.  Luke and I went ahead and installed 22" rear tires; Al would be rid-
ing a Polaris Outlaw with IRS so ground clearance wasn't as much of an issue for him.  This 
would be my first time riding the 2008 TRX450ER which I purchased last November; it had 
been waiting in Iowa for me to come back from Ohio to pick it up.  Luckily my dad and brother 
took care of the majority of the work making it into a race ready machine. 
  
On the starting line, my quad wouldnôt fire up right away and I ended up with a dead last start.  
By the time we got to the tight woods sections I was able to make up a few positions, and by 
the end of the first lap I was up to 10th of 17 riders.  I was extremely happy with my tire choice 
ï the 22ò ITP Holeshot XCT rear tires were hook-
ing up great and provided plenty of ground clear-
ance to make it through lines where others were 
getting stuck. 
  
The first lap of the track showed that the IATVHSS 
crew had put a lot of time and effort into making 
this track even better than it was last year, with 
much of the track winding through recently logged 
areas of the woods and even running through a 
barn before the finish line. 
  
However, many of the woods sections were cut 
out of the course, more with each lap as riders got 
stuck and the track became impassible.  I was 
having a great race ï perhaps the best mud race I 
had ever had, moving up into the 4th spot by the end of lap 2 and into 3rd at the end of lap 3.  
At this point, I decided to pit for goggles and gloves.  That short break coupled with the dry 
gloves and goggles gave me a new spark and I felt like I was on a rail for the first half of lap 4.  
Then, disaster struck and my engine over heated.  I was tempted to continue charging on, but 
in the same moment I knew I really wanted to get back on the GNCC circuit the following 
weekend.  So I very slowly finished that 4th lap, making several stops along the way letting the 
engine cool, and returned to my pit with about 45 minutes remaining in the 2 hour race.  I still 
managed an 11th place finish out of 17 riders in the A class.  First thing Monday, I ordered a 
rechargeable water fire extinguisher for washing out my radiator during future mud races! 
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Luke had a less than desirable start in 
which his quad was the last to fire and he 
was the last person off the line. He was 
able to gain several places on the first lap 
though. ñThe first lap was the most fun as 
the track was in the best shape and I ac-
tually got to ride the whole course before 
it was totally trashed,ò Luke said.  ñAfter 
the first lap most of the track had been cut 
off and it was severely rutted out. I found 
last year that mud races mean that many 
new lines will develop though out the day 
and that stuck riders can cause you lots of 
trouble. Due to this knowledge I tried to 
race smart and watch out for areas where I may become trapped. I feel that this is the one im-
portant reason that I was able to hang in there with the top riders in my class.ò Luke came 

through with a 4th place finish in the AA/
Pro class and a 4th place overall finish. 
 
 
Al was also able to finish the two-hour 
race aboard his Polaris Outlaw 500 in 1st 
place in the +50 class.  I could tell he 
had an absolute blast, but when I asked 
him to describe his race, he replied, 
ñMud, mud, mud, mud, mudé!!ò  That 
pretty well summed it up!! 
 
As always, a big thank you goes out to 
all of our sponsors, to whom we attribute 
much of our success!! 
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