
Upah Racing Race Report 

IATVHSS Rd 2: Fort Dodge, May 24th, 2009 
Results:  Luke ð 5th of 10, AA/Pro; 5th of 83 Overall  
  Adam ð 3rd of 22, A; 9th of 83 Overall  
  Al ð 1st, +50  
 
The second round of the IATVHSS in Fort Dodge, IA has been dry, dusty, and rough the last 
two years, and this year was no different.  It was perhaps even rougher than in years past, but 
we were just happy it wasnôt muddy!   
 
Luke and I were able to pit for Dad (Al) for the first time as there was a morning and afternoon 
session at this round, and we enjoyed being on the other side of things for once.  Al didnôt quite 
get the holeshot in his class, he but he did take 
the lead before turn two after his sole opponent in 
the +50 class made a mistake.  That said, Alôs 
goals are based more on doing well overall than 
just in his class.  After swapping between first and 
second place a few times on that first lap, Al basi-
cally checked out from his competitor.  Although 
overall results for the morning were unavailable 
and the scoring wasnôt quite accurate (we know 
he completed 6 laps, but the results showed only 
5), Al still took first in his class and we are fairly 
confident he was in the top half overall based on 
where he was running compared to the rest of the 
field.  He did have to pit several times throughout 
the race for water to rinse the dust out of his mouth as he opted not to use a CamelBak (a 
choice he likely wonôt make again!).  At the end of the race he was definitely tired and sore but 
very pleased with the performance of the USS Polaris Outlaw 500 with IRS through the rough, 
rutted, and rocky course.   
 
For the afternoon race, Luke and myself both had great starts.  Starting in the row behind 
Luke, I was able to watch his start and was very excited to see him take the lead just after the 

first turn!  When the board 
dropped for the start of the 
A class my quad fired off on 
the first kick and I was one 
of the first quads off the line, 
but was just inched out for 
the holeshot.  I was in sec-
ond place heading into the 
woods, and rather than try 
to force anything, I decided 
to be patient and follow for a 
while to get a feel for the 
track and wait for the leader 
to make a mistake.  Sure 

enough, halfway through that first lap, he missed an arrow and took a wrong turn and I took  
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over the lead.  Unfortunately, just before the end of that first lap, I chose a bad line, gave up two posi-
tions, and rolled through scoring in 3rd place.  Luke, on the other hand, was able to hold on to his lead 
for the entirety of the first two laps! 
 
Luke was able to put in some pretty fast laps early on.  As fatigue set in though he lost a few positions, 
falling back to 3rd on lap 3 and 5th on lap 4, where he would remain for the rest of the day.  Unfortu-
nately, the scoring system was not working properly, showing him in 10th all day long which was very 
frustrating for him, never knowing how far behind he actually was.   
 
Early on in the race, I had forgotten to turn up my steering stabilizer which made the rough course even 
tougher.  As I came through scoring after lap 2 I was able to reach over the bars and turn it up, but the 
track had worn on me and I had already lost a couple positions.  By the end of lap 3, I had dropped back 
to 6th place and stayed there for the next lap or two.  Going into this race I was confident that I had the 
potential to place in the top 3 with my recent GNCC experience, so I set my goals high for a top 3 in 
class and top ten overall.   
 
That in mind, I then mounted a late charge.  At the white flag I was in 4th place and almost a full minute 
behind third.  I wanted a spot on the podium though, so I pushed as hard as I could and put down my 
fastest lap of the day while taking over 3rd place.  This was a great feeling and I was also very excited 
about earning my first ever top ten overall finish.   
 
Unfortunately, I will have to miss the next round of the IATVHSS as there is a GNCC that same weekend 
in Millfield, OH.  Due to the high cost in traveling to Iowa, I will likely miss more of the IATVHSS races 
this year and focus more on the GNCC series.   
 
As always, a big thank you goes out to all of our sponsors, to whom we attribute much of our success!  
We really appreciate all of your support! 
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